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Chaimun Elliott: 

The Qty of New Albany ia In a uniipic poailion ainoe die CHy will be impacted whether w not 
the dlscondnnanoe of service along (he Hoorier Subdivision line of CSX Thrasportation Co. 
pnxieeds. In (he event that scrvioe lemaina aa it pieaently is, the Gly will have to continue to 
deal wift iicight tiains disrnpting mfflc dnoug^wut die Qty; if service is dlaoontiniMd as 
planned, die City wiU have a new 40«cre liidnstiJal park diat dnits die rail Une but wiU 
dde to.amketjall .service ^ pvospecdve oocupanis of die indostrisl park, hanning die Qty's 
efforts at economic devdopment If service is disoondnoed die Qty oan eiqtect to see more truck 
traffic on local urban streeta and hig^nvays, adding congestion and adversely Impacting dw 
local climate by adding additknal greenhouse gssBs to the atmoepherft 

TMs line runs nordi from Ihe Ohio River duough die heart of New Albany's oentral dty 
nei^dxnhoods usi^g at-g»de sendee on ii|̂ ilof>way diat is shared with cars, tmclcs, transit 
and sdiool buses^ as well as emergency vehlcfcâ  Hie Ifaw serves a number of indusMal parks 
and Indiana Iftdversily Soudieast on die north side of die Qty before leaving dw City's 
'planning Jurisdidian on its way to Mitchell bidisnar and beyond. 

New Albany is currently completing preliminaiy w i ^ to develop a 40-8cre induBtrial park on 
Grandlne Road, north of Indiana Uhiveiaity Soudwast Tliis industrial park represents the first 
new industrial groimd devefopment in nearly 15 yean and is critical^ in^NHlant to job creatm 
CSX in New Albany and Ekiyd Omcity. The Ctty has lecndted Kenqwr Fotxls fatematlanal as 
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the first tenant of dw industrial park who will bring up to tiOO |obs to die coonnnnity. Kemper 
Foods Inionatlanal might be in a position in die fulme to need a rail link for ddiveiy of nw 
materials as it Is similar to a General MiOs - FObbuiy in New Albany industry that currendy 
uses rail for deliveries ssid em]d(qn 500 people. 

For much of its leiigdi, dds rail line panUeb Gnudine Road in New Albany and indeed it 
crosses Gissidine Road inskle ttie Q ^ about a mile soadi of Interstate 265 and again north of 
the Qty at a plaoe kcals refer to as'Sh Ilffle Switch', owii^ to lis distance from (he Gnirdiouse. 
Gnndine Road is a slate highway, known as State Road 111, and under die authority of the 
Indiana Department of Tmupartatiaa Hie road varies from a two-lane urban corridor, a two 
lane nndoonilguratian^ breakdown fsnes and dUdies alongside die pawemen^ tofivelsnes 
near tnlBstate 265 near Indiana Ifedvenity Sottdiaast A ssfies of hills bodi in-and outride die 
d^, as wen ta streets intersecting the road at oUiqiie angles make Grantttne Road difiicolt.to 
navigiile safely in die beat weattier condlUons. hxreasing track f r e i ^ trafGc atong dias 
conidor, when alteoMrts modes .of tnmspoilation are avaflatfa, is a concern fbr the Qty bodi in 
tmns of safety, efflden^. and envinmmenul quality. 

Ilie Indiana Departmetit of TEansportalion had planned to construct a highway overpass where 
die ssfl line crosses Grandine Road (State Road 111), but has abandoned dwt project 

In die mid-1990s, CSX Corp. used dds Une to move 6 e ^ duriqg the Missisrippi River floods. 
New Albaiqr experienced uneiqilained and unreasonable ddays as kng freight trains stopped 
for kmg periods on Qty streets dividing die community into eastem and westem hdvesL Tlie 
Q ^ reoopiias diat some of these delaya may have been out of CSX's control, as it does not 
own die ndl bridge over the Ohio and thezefoie had snirender ri^Nof-way to die rail Une 
owner CNdcfofltSoudienv Inc.). Nonedwiess, emergency responders had to carefully plan 
routes to provfale emergency services when diese Iraegnbrly scheduled trains were Uoddqg 
BtnOs, <a had to contact CSX to get die trains moved Comnmten had no such optkn and 
cooqdainsd frequently, and angrily, to Qty VUL Our dforts to seek a xeasonaUe solutkm to 
diis problem seeming foD on deaf ears. The Qty acfcnowladges dut diiS volume of traffic is no 
kmger present on dds Vne, but is deeply concerned sbout its retum and die posstUe sdvene 
efleds such tra£Bc would again cause to die Q ^ and the convenience of our dtizens as weD as 
die oommeree of our businesses and industries. 

Finally, die Qty recognises ttut dds Une passes litenlly hundreds of homes in die Qty's oentral 
city neighboriioods and die wariflaces, sdwols, and die houses of worship of many dionssnds 
of KooaiBB. The letum of frequent frei^t rsA service to dds Une could adversely affiect dds 
oomaiuni^ in die event of a catastrophic accident on this Une. The oast of prepariAg for such a 
calastm^ie - let done respondii^ to one and dw afteimadi of one - is beyond diis Qty in the 
current fiscal environment 



CHAQtMANELUOrr LCTTER - PAGE-S-

bi conduskm, die Qty of New Albany piefen die best of bodi worUs and recommends dw 

curtaifanent of CSX CnCBc lurdi of 'Sh Kfile Switch'stid maintenance of local freight lad service 

inside dw dty of New Albany to a point at or near'Sbc MQk Switch'. 

If you have sny qnestibnB, you may contact me at this office. 

THB CtviL Q n r OF NEW A L B A N Y , biDiAKA 

^ ^ J l ^ 
HbnonUe D o u ^ B. Eh^and, Mayor 

cc: Iian.BBronHiQ,IN-9 

Mr. Dave Gerad, Manager, Network RaHonaHndon, CSX Corp. (via emafl) 

Mr. Mike V. Kemper, President Kemper Foods intematfamal 

Mr. Ted Ivenon, General MQs - PQUwiry, New Albaiqr 


